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- | The Synagogue in Vohl (Germany) =
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\Vohl is a village in the state of Hessen, Germany; 35 miles west of Kassel




The first mention of a'\V/6hler Jew is dated
1682 : 60 pounds of iron for. building
work on:the Marienhagener church were
bought from him, ‘‘from which nails for
walls andrbeams weresmade”. The

document refers to him as the “Jew of
Voehle™.

A housing list dated™1 705 identifies 8 Jews.as house and-property
owners. Based on family sizes of the time, that could‘mean 50 to
60 Jewish people lived in the town. It is probable that religious
ceremonies in VVOhl at that time took place in private homes..

The. synagogue is first mentioned in 1827. Previous plans or
documents are unknown.
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The synagogue iIs.situated in Mittelgasse 9 ...
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On 17. 'JUIy 1827 the 'building was completed i Initially as a school.
The dedication as a synagogue took place on Friday, 18. August 1829:
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The simple exterior of the timber-framed building,
. does not suggest that.a synagogue is_housed within.
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Only the inscription’on a beam-indicates that it was
built as'a “Sinego”. ",
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" The complete inscription on the beams reads:

“In the year 1327 on 17. July this Sinpgo was h’appily completed with
the help and strength of the Master Carpenters Hillemann from
‘chlotheim apd Heinrich Lai together with apprentices.
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G

od bless i

hls bmldlngj and all, that go in and out”




A pergament
commemorative
plaque
In henour of
Ludwig,
the first Grand
Duke
of Hessen, was
Installed inside
the synagogue.
(Photo: Ernst
Davidsohn,
carly 1930°s)




- Between<1829 and 1938 the ‘Jewish congregation of Vohl, +
- ~.I\ﬁarienhagen_gnd Basdorf_ggnducted r~ejigious servi_g_e.s here.
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TheArk WG{S S|tuated béfore the soutﬁ-east*WaIl
' (Plgifoto Ernst D;}VldSOhn early 1930‘5)
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 The Vohler Ark was reached. ~
by ascendg]g two or th;ee steps
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P ’ Végi'pomted bbW—shapEd form on thé dafk backgroﬂnd ’
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"+ One of the smaller chandeﬁers can, however,-be seen
on the old photo taken by Ernst Davidsohn._ "
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From a balcony runmng around the' whole bunadlng

the women W
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In.the 19. century the-women
were probably protected from
being seen by a wooden panel.:
- Such a panel was found.in the
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I?artlcularril u;apresswe is }he dome %h@ped cellm’g ;,.

| g ~W|th over ;QO golden sgars and the §u,n in the cegtre

“reminiscent of the sky above. -Itis painted light blue -
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- The other rooms in the building were living quarters except this one

Whlgh could be -_rgegted‘ and prﬁgl&gably serve_g as 4a‘W|ntergsynagogue. F
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Ne_arllxy 100 Jews bélonged to the community In \Vohl In 1899,
They were well integrated, as seen here in'the men‘s choir group.
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1933 onwards:

aggression against Jews in neigh-
bouring villages: Puppet figures
and a poster in Thalitter:

,,Oh Lord, let Moses come again, that

he may: lead his brothers and sisters
home'to the promised Land.

Let the seas_again divide so that the

high walls of water stand like two

mighty cliffs.

And when all the Jews are there collected
Oh Lord, let the water fall so that all other
nations have peace at lasth

On the poster left: Palastine 4500 km
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Several:of'the Jewish citizens
were able to emigrate to the
USA or Argentina.in time to
escape persecution.

More than.40 people,
however, were murdered
In concentration.camps or
went-missing.

The last to remain in the
village:were four old women.
They were deportedin 1942
and died in-various camps.
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g In September 200(} the ,,Forderl;rels £ R
,,Synagoge in Vohl“e.V 1nV1ted 13 exiled Vohler J EWS
and thelr\ close relatwes to visit U?IQII’ old home %
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~Arfiongst them:™

Jewish genealogist’ *

_ . Carol Davidson Baird, .
| "who has taken a key role
in the restoration of the
synagegue in Vohi:

s Her grandparents were L

| married inthe Vohl -+

- Synagogue, where she and
her husband renewed their

. .own weddlng VOWS at. the

- site some 80 years Iater
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The last Jewish inhabitants of the building
emigrated to the USA in March 1938






Because the building had
recently been-sold and it -
stood close to neighbouring
bundlngs it survived the
mfamous},,RelchskrlsEall-
nacht“ on 9. Nov. 1938. The
village children did their
target practice on the
chandellqrs but othervxglse
serious damage was not
done. The ceremonial
artifacts such as:the Torah
scrolls etc. were probably.
taken away by the SA
and/or SS tobe destroyed In
Kassel



The round Wlndow and the
- Star of David were -
* destroyed and bricked up.”

In January 2001 the Forderkrels
| ,Synagoge in Véhi e. V
* Was able to replace it. -
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From; 1938 onwarﬁts several'fa,mllles I Jved m the rooms of the
bundlng The sanctuary of the synagogue was used asa -
sterage roorrwfor bwldmgmatenals ancat tor drying vyashmg
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Grofes Interesse am Frhale des jildischen Gotteshauses — Lebendiges Museum soll entstehen ~ Auf Spenden angewicsen

Forderkreis ,,Synagoge in Vohl“ h | su:h gegmndgtw

VOHL jed). 3t dem Zhed, dlo chemall-
e Symagngoto Vot eu erhadtea vod she { |
e elnem biusewoy Uber ¢hristlich-padi- I TolinahXu
sohre  Zusazmimteniehen  stnrurlie, 2o onlibn oddr
griodebe stct mn Deeastdgabeond in de ferniegs P osel efn Jebe
Vanler Henksthutin sdve Bolerdkinis  Shoeun van '

JSyoagogqe mVanl* (e 30 Muguehun D
trngeo dle Grinwng ] Kard WiTH Fo.
Prres w8 il Nt vior

s sty s am)

N Svna

anrarste

c#w Ha=ilin
nwarn? T (1 CTT TS
T Macht verssile’ worden
AR ST ¢ Nl
el Faesc ot widum
finzwr, Frauen, u ‘
el huliv

Vorstandswahlen

2 RLrt W Ll 12,90 L) warde zum Ve
i i liw ing WAl eines s .[ Vlv.n ,-.!» LTI UN R TS h] t orhercitet g aurse dafurmit anc uebalter e "‘ 'Il'lI

Waldecklsche Landeszeltung 11.11. 1999

In 1999 the last inhabitant of the house died and on 9. November
the Forderkreis ,Synagoge in Vohl“e.V was founded
and purchased the building.



We ere all SUr lsed
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Tprah scrol ls is easily
,m ,. fécognrzablef
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Over 4000 visitors have visited the building in the'last 2 years.
Intended Is a memorial and cultural centre. .
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15 suceessful goncerts W|th JeW|sh mus;c awards and donatlons
provide-us with hope, that our great ¢ ambltlon to restore the
synagogue In VohA and fill it thh new life ean and will be; achlevedI :



GrofRes Biirgerinteresse bei erstem Benefizkonzert in der Vohler Synagoge

Seit 60 Jahren erstmals jiddische Lieder

Von Mananne Dammer

VOHL, Uher 60 Jahre war die Véhler
Synagoge nichl derarl besucht wie am
Mittwochabend: Das Marburger ,Duo
Auch® zog mit fiddischen und hebrai-
schen Liedern und mitreifiender Klez-
mermusik dber einhundert Zuhbrer in
den Sakralraum des Hauses in der Mit-
telgasse § - die Atmosphire war einzig-
artig, das Benefizkonzert ein Erfolg.

Die Temperatuwr o der noch unge-
hdizten Synacoge mit ihrem len
steinlubboden und den weaill getiinch-
ten Wanden, von denien hier und da dex
Putz aborackelt, war alles andere als
ideal fur Musiker, Tnstrumaonta und Pub-
hiknm.

Doch die Zuhtrer wussten sich 2u hel-
fen, hatten Dcecken mitgebracht und
Kizsen auf dic Banke gelegt, wn sich ein
weng gegen die Kalte zu schutzen.
Auch die baiden Musiker schien das
Ungewahnliche eher zu reizen als ahau-
schrackan: HErsimals seit uber 60 Juliren
waren In der Vahler Synagoge wie
Klinge von Instrumenicn wie Geige
und Klavier zu hiren - live gespiglt
wurde noch dazu Muasill die einfaca in
das Haus gehiért: jiddische und hebrai-
sche Lieder und Klezmerstiicke, Fiir Be-
ate Lambert (Geseng, Geice und Gitar-
re) und den Komponister: und Musikpa-
dagogen Jean Xiech (Klavier und Ge-

witr der Aultrill ehenfalls €ine

‘1 |

Beate Lambert und |ean Kleeb begeisterten das Publikum mit melancholischen
fiddischen Liedem und mitreibender Klezmermusik, Kleeb nahm gelassen mit elnem
elektranischen Klavier vorlieb, weil ein anderes weder durch die Tiir gepasst noch dle
Kélte vertragen hatte. (Foto: md)

Waldeckische Landeszeitung 81:12.1999







Ven Mararine
k Wer am ‘ium.stagabcnd In der
Vihler Synagoge unferm blauen Ster-
nenhimmel saf, der befand sich zu-
gleich auf einer Reise durch die Zeilund
um die Well, Johannes Trem], ein Oster-
reicher {m Burgwald, gah ein aufregen- i : :
des Gitarrenkonzerl, mil dem er Jahr- } ; : Saf
hunderte, Linder und Religionen ver- Ak ;
hand - und den Menschen nichl vergafl, # S : ; z ’ A i - .
Und damit gelang ihm, was in der Welt &
sonslt so oft misslingt.

Johannes Trem! hatte sich intensiv. & ; : % “¥
auf das Konzert i der Vahier Synagoge | ; ; !
vorberaitel, das war nichlzu Uberhdren.
Allein mil der Auswahl der Sticke
srachta der Gitarrist auf den Punkt, was
ist, wenn Kultur eine ehamali-
;(uw Ml Er nehm die rmli no

Lx 1rir'r und in fr h’::ZE Z (GRS ¢ : A )
1o, enifiihrte sie In fremd- ‘ 2 ) »
Rhythmen, kpncgﬁﬁlhln .
und Gedanken, brachte fremdes ; ' r
ganz nal, § : B o
Vom Lieblingslied Karls V., das die v ; Y

s “hreillanz lud ex
it nem virtuose | piel zu
einer Reisa rland der Barockzeit ein,
Es folgte ein keltisches Lied ~das e
erstaunliche Weise mil stidam
scham Raythmus au
mil &r mc
dem
viele Tekie naher zueinander brachte
a8 ar durch sein ausgezelch-
wnen auch. dass eine Gitarre
kanmn. ] 5 [

er

harten Klangen - Schlaflied

Srouw Milongas von Anto .

und k iber Stidamerika schliafilich Johannes Tre nl hath" slch imew\'ad das Konzert in der Vohler Synagoge vorbereilet

anoch Spanien und zur sep ! . seit er im vergangenen Jahr aus
Einflisse 16 (Foto: md)

=



fl Eine Hymne aut das Leben

Konzentriert und versunken: Claudia Koch, Hardy Reich, Andreas Rohde und jan Hermerschmidt (v. 1) gaben in der Véhler Synagoge
einviel beachtetes und vied beklatschtes Kanzert, (Fato:md)

JAufwind“ begeisterte mit Klesmermusik in der Vohler Synagoge

. p .

: x A W'al‘\de(,:kische Lah’dészeitung 14.112200()
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~Many thanks for your interest!
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Conception, design, photos
(unless otherwise mentioned):
Kurt-Wil Julius

Walter Schauderna (WS)
Texts:

Karl-Heinz Stadtler
Translation:

Jeremy Deacon
Carol Davidson Baird

@ January 2002



